24 Jan 2009

Instructions for Basic USNG Teaching Kit

1. Make student instructional handouts from files:

a. FGDC Info Sheet 2
b. FGDC Info Sheet 3 
2. Prepare instructional maps as student handouts with the file: Gulf training map. You can print these maps on 8.5x11 inch paper, but make sure you set the pdf file print setup, “Scale” to “None”.

3. If you don’t have the actual (hard plastic) grid readers, you can make perfectly acceptable substitutes using the file: Grid reader template.  Print these on clear acetate.  If you use a laser printer the grid readers seem to be water proof also.  Carefully cut the individual grid readers out with scissors.  MAKE SURE you set on the print screen “Scale” to “None”.
4. Use the Power Point file: How to Read and Use USNG Coordinates to teach with in class.  Present this in the “Slide Presentation” format, and step through the animation sequences for numerous examples the students can follow along with.  Initially review critical issues (such as relevance to GPS and accuracy, trimming the grid reader corner, careful placement of the grid reader, how to estimate a 6-digit grid, etc), step through the first examples, and then let the Point of Interest (POI) grid coordinates come up on the slide, and make students locate these points on their maps.  Then use a pointer and have the students verbally walk the pointer onto the point they think is the POI, click the slide and provide instant feedback on if they are correct or not. 

5. The following US Geological Survey website and map portal can be used to demonstrate how a USNG value can be used in digital systems: http://usgs01.srv.mst.edu/store3.  Enter a full USNG value (i.e. 18STJ947136) into the ‘Search’ dialogue box and click the ‘Go’.   Note: You may also locate and download USGS topographic maps from this web site.

